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EOVBB OP RsPRSeENTATIVES,) 

CoLOUBus, Jon. IS, 1858. ) 
Hob. Jahes Mob'sos-^DsAB Sib:— We heard 
t^ith no Utile eSiScatioQ yota remarks in tbe 
HooBQ on the .iSIb ioat., on tbs bill to repeal 
the aoft entitled "m sat to prohibH tbe confine- 
msnt of fogltives fnoBi slavery iothe j&ile of 
Ohio.'* 16 will afFord edditiooal gratlfioa^ 
tioD, If yon ^11 eonsent to prepare for pabltcs- 
tion to detail the rsmarlie made by yoa on that 
occasloD. Truly yours, 

N. E. Yam Fobhss, J. A. Bbll, 
E. B. Pecs, John Watsos, 

W. B.Oos, H.D. Gatoh. 

W. D. Eayuaebr, O. T. Townsbnd,' 
E. A. Habbisos;, M. F. Stephbss, 
B. M. Bbiqcs, H. Bboou, Jr., 

' 8. A. Bathons, p. HtroHcocs, 
A. D. EoDOBBSi A. 8. Bailbt, 
Jaubs E. HoBBSZA, 0. B. Smisoire, 

W. H. WB8T, J. A. AMBLBItf 

J. A. 6I.&IB, J. Dat. 

D. 0. AiiLSK, T. A. Plants. 

Eoosa 07 BKFBmHTATITES, i 

GoLOHBOS, Jan. 14, 1858. 
Hon. N. H. Yak Yobhes and oshbbb— 

GenHemeai'-A copy of tbe epeeoh referred 
to in your polite note of the 13th Inst., is here* 
t?lth eabmitted to your disposal. 

Yoorstraly, JABIES MONROE. 

Ma. CsAiBHANi—The act xvhioh this bill pro- 
poses to re*)eal is one of which X heartily ap> 
proved, and for ^hioh I voted t and I should 
hardly do lay daty to myeelf or to those I rep- 
resent, were I to permit this bill to pass throoffh 
its several s'sgeg, ttrithont protesting earnestly 
against its paasage. ' 

Whenever a bill is introduced here, ei^teoMly 
if it be of eo peeuliar a nature as this, the 
question with wbloh it should at onse be me'i, 
is, what good re&eon can be offered for vo^ng 
for this bill ? This qneaiilon I have endeavored 
c-aadidlj to apply to the M«e vs, sum! As 



rsralt, fitter' mnoh refleotloa, Is, that I csnnoi 
dlsoover mj even plausible reaeoa for eUBtefs* 
Ingit 

if there is any such reason. It mnat arise el* 
therffom soma moral or legal obligation, or 
from those priootples of comity wbian ebeuM 
he maintained between different eeotioni^ of thei 
ITaioa. The argnment from moral or leg^l ob« 
Sigatloo, howeverpis not insisted oa by onr 
opponents. I havia heard no one contend that 
tbere is any precept of the higher law or ttae 
lower law, maklOR it obligatory npos the peo- 
ple of Oblo to build jails for tbe eosScoment of 
fugitives from slavery. There is no eneh duty 
imposed npongs by the Oonstfiatioa of tl^ 
United States, % the Coostitu^on of Ohio, or 
by any law of Oongrees; and least of all, bgr 
tbe law of God. The advocacy of tills blU 
thererore, must be pat upon tbe gron!;d of com* 
ity. This is the argument of tbe Ohio SSata^ 
men; and this Is eubatsntially the {^Mtioo of 
tbe gentleman from Hamilton. Be htss teoogh^ 
no law, ham&a c? diviae, to his supp«rl. He 
merely tells us that Ooogress many years steco^ 
nnder ciroumetanosa very different tsmt tbe 
present, before the Fugitive Slave Law of ISSd 
was enacted, passed a resolntiosi requesting 
the States to open their jails for the ^nSne- 
ment of fugitives; and for this re^^sn, @M ttrdi 
as for -general reasons of comity, he thinhs wei 
should engage in this elevating and Democ^tio 
work. 

Now, sir, I admit that, in many ca^s, eonsld^ 
erations of comity are entitled to great weight. 
Even nations that are wholly foreigQ to each 
other should treat each other ^tu oonit^} 
and much more should this be teue of States ot 
the same Confederacy in their relations to e^ 
other, and to the General Government.: Bu^ 
sir, I claim, what the gentleman has siot at- 
tempted to disprove, that the pret^nt oasis is 
one of that vory sort in which reasons of obmi- 

cannot obtain. ' 

1. In the first place, no man can ever be td* 
quired, on priaclples of coihity, io do wbai is 
morally degrading to himself | and what is iruo 
of an individual in this risspeet, is tnie of a po> 
litlcal community. Now 1 contend tha% voltes* 
taiy eooperasioa in mj form/la thcba^fa^s^f 



Qla^^sQtolilQGr, \7lietber in the oaaQ er Id ftbe 
..^tsiiQ, fia morally degroding. This proposUioa 
Is , nmtlj ealf Avident. I am saro !t conamendo 
Iteslf to the geiaorcAiB feellogs tit every m n ap* 
m ih\a floor. I oare not by what parfty names 
^oa are called, I Uoow tbat in ibis I have ^onv 
eympathy. Id every tree, maoly faoe abeot 
me I see a sympQtbotio reepooBe. lo &bere aaj 
member otf tbts Hoaee who woald perBooaUv en* 
sasnd In a etave-hantf If there 1b any each mQD,tet 
him speabitbat t may notarfcaeibe qaefMon up^ 
OD a false aaoomptlon. Bot one! 'f here is no 
tarn here wbose blood would not turn to flame 
at a reqaeat to aoKajsie in ao eervile a bnrinesel 
lean hardly think that even tbe patriotfo and 
UoioD-eavins gentlemaD from Hsimllt^a wonld 
engage in each a nork. I never espoot to eea 
that gentleman I strongly as he is impressed 
with principles of oornUy, obaaing a dying fa- 
gitivQ tbroQgb the etreeta of Colombas 07 tbe 
Gtr^tel of Oinoiunatl. I bave not bad the. hon*. 
or of a long acqaaiotance with the gentleman, 
bat from . what I know by repinrt of his high 
eiad generous spirit, I believe that the slaves 
haotee who sboald attempt to eet blm,ashe 
wddI4 e^tempt to set a honod, apon the traoh of 
bis pantfog vietim. voald be roondly enreed for 
his piaioi^ Wby, eir, Mr. 7&yne, tbe Ot mooratfe 
oominee for Governor, io bis canvass tbroogh 
the State tlie oast Fall, asserted, everywhere, 
that the people* of Ohio are under &q obliga* 
tipn of any hind to engage volontarity in slaves 
haaUag. He said they might retire to their 
hpn'ses, and close their doors, and leave the par«r 
saer to rieolaim his victim as be^t be conld. ike 
for mysslft althongh I have never coveted mar* 
tyrdom, and have, perhaps, less of the spirit 
of a mi^yr thas many others apon this aoor, 
jrei^ i wonld be slain in my place befora I 
would eng^e jo each a bualoess. When 
Gfiid cereated me, he set me erect upon 
two feet. I have never had any rea&on to 
do9ht the, wisdom of the arriaDgement. At 
!£^t,| i$Uoever^ far disown my own manr 
hood, 98 to prostrate myeelf , into a barking 

to^draped apon the, bleeding footsteps, of a 
Oman tnrotber straggling to E»,free. Or the 
easQ may be pat in a different fonn. > Is there 
askj gentleman here who wonld, dot of mere 
^talty, oSbr bis private dwelling as a place 
of Gonfineinentfor fogitivest Weald tbe gen< 
tlemmfrom ^amUton, for reasons of courtesy, 
make a volantary tender of his cellar, his gar- 
ret,, his store-room, or bis bars, for &. slave- 
nrisoOy and chesifaUy. assama. the ennobling. 
OQ^B of slaveholder'sjuler . I aet^ then if it 
& frop9? for OB to imp^ npon oa»>j|Otle and 
gE^ant opmmonwealut an offleu which we shonid 
la iteliDed to assome oarselves !, Is thabODOT.. 
^ the 8tatei of Ohio of lea valae than that of 
S ingle member of this HOoesf is it not 
za^ier of more value than that of a. thonsand 
iB^,dsce upon its preservation depends the 
l^perity 01 a great and popnloaB empire t 
. I^t me state' e oa^ wbion sn every impor- 
^iilit .partioalar is ioanded npon fact. A single 
iBlave-wonmn, Uv}ag in Seorgia, dete^ines to 



I^orth until she can seonreber freodom. .Her 
infant child, her only nurviving rolatlve, she 
binds apon her back, and starts upon bar long 
and perlloas way. ,^^e lies in swamps day, 
and travels lonely by-patbs by night, fine en« 
dares perils from her poreners and perils in cross- 
ing rapid rivers. She saflbrs from cold an^ 
t^n and hunger aBdsichnesQ. But still she 
presses onward, her little one still olidS|sg to 
her neoh, and her heart still trusting liiilOnd; 
nntil, with bleeding feet, she has traversed, the 
whole breadth of yonr continent. She oro^e 
the Ohio !liver, and with the North star still in 
her eye, presses onward along yonr river val- 
lies, to reach the Oanafia line. Alasl she has elu- 
ded, tbe vigilance of Georgia slave-holders, 
bat sbe cannot elnde the patriotic watobfalness 
of Federal offloers in tbe State of Ohio — 
These are now riding hard upon her traols, 
and as tbey ride, tbay e^W to us, by their 
allies upoa this floors, to join the chase! 
They demand' tbat the State of Ohio sbali 
become a party in the infamous haotl Sbe 
most add her power ti; the marderoas throng 
tbat are ponrlng like a delng<!«fter that sick, 
famished and heartbroken woman and 'her 
weeping obildl Aod this is to be done en prin- 
ciples of oourteeyl perhaps, also, oo prinuplea 
of chivalrj and manly gener^l^ ll 

2. Bat again: principles of comity can hard- 
ly require tbe laborinig men of Ohio to tak 
tnemselvea to build jails in support of an insti- 
tution which degrades labor, and treats the free 
lahoriDg men of the North with contempt.— 
Tho;e who have read the leading Bnebanan pa- 
pers of tbe Sooth daring the last two years, 
must have observed with what contempt tbey 
spe^of tbe laboring population of Ae Free 
States, and bow often a disposition is avi>wed 
to enslave all the working men of tbe land. I 
happen to have before me several extracts of 
this kiod firom Ssathern papers. Tbe Ob&rles* 
ton Standard, a leading Bachasan paper in 
South Carolina, says : 

"Slavery is the natural and normtd condition 
of tbe laboring man, wkether wbitb or blaek* 
The great evil of Northern ^ee society, is, that 
it ia burdened with a aensUa doss of mbohanics 
and IJU30BEB8, unJU Jor setf governmentf end 
yet clothed with the attributes and poweria of 
citizens. Master and Slave is a . relation in so- 
ciety as necessary as that of parent and diild ; 
and the Northern States will yet have to intro- 
duce it. Theit theory of free government is a 
delusion." 

. Another influential supporter of Mr. Baohan- 
an, the Biobmond ^etm^, oeateins thew; 
words: . ■ : . ■> 

"The £loath now m^talns that Sfaea^is 
right, natural. ani neeeuargt eod 4oi»w>& de- 
pmd upon differmets of oouHiBzion. The laws 
of the Slave ti^t/es fta^ifj/ the holding of wbeeb 
uminbondageJ* 

Let me read from enother, paper of the mm 
stamp pnbiiehed in.Alahama: . 

."Free society! '^ifo dcken at the;nsm& What^^ 
isit.bat a oonglomeratioQ of aRtuszvsaBSsmi 



of eaolAty IMofi fOff^Tell jbred Rcrat^QiQea. "S^® 

sirasgliog to tra gaateiati'i&GS email fsToms^bo 
do tbetr own dnidssry; dud set ^bo era hsxA- 
ly fife for Qissoolstloa wUb & SoQtSjera gootle- 

wblob tba Nortbeni bordes ore eadeawlag to 
estond Into KftOBss." 

SeDtlineotB eqaallv llbsrol and flatterSsg 
tnlgbfe b9 quoted firom tbo Biobmond EegtiireTt 
tbd Sonth Side .nsmoera2, and otber crp&na oS 
«be Boobanan paTiy at tbe 8oath. Tbeaa 
oro tbe vlevro fseaQr&lly eiatsHdned ol^ us 
our Soatbera nelgbbore. No^ ts.U cot fxAhes 
estraordiitarF for tbeee d&vebolders. Ssoldlo^ 
enob opfnloDR end obevbbiog snob desfji^ ia 
regard to tbo leborlDs mea of Oblo, to m% 
tbroQgb tbehr allies npoti tbie floor, ^oso labor* 
iOGT D>eQ to to'z tboineelvPB upon groaoda of 
eaarieiff, to b&Hd je^ls fn vMzh to eoofie@ tbo 
slaveboldors' btimao oattloT AQd let me e»7, 
tbat tbts matter of texeiioa mlsbt become an 
importsot OQo. If tbe Fagltlve Law xsetQ 
tbomagbly oarvled oat !n Obfo— a tiling 
viMdh 1 doabt not ssaoy gestlemea upon 
tbia floor voa\& bs Rtad to ese^aad sU tits 
fiifdtlvea and deweodaQta of fagitivo motbors 
In oar Stete vers eelzed, and lodged teaipora' 
ritsr In oar jftila, it ^^oaKi be aecessfivy for 
taz'payera of Obib to doable tbe jaU aeoommo> 
datloae of tbo State. Ia v^e ^otlemaa's mn 
ooaotyof HamHtoDfCbere ft?e fngltlveseaoogb 
to fill alUbe Jails ia tbe ooaaty. Tbe same I 
ssppcss tc bs tree of FsssktlQ e@nn(^. of Bi^ 
of Pickaway, and otber mmtborD eoaatfea of tbe 
State, wbere tbe colored popalattoa ia m(«t &a<> 
sseroos. A beaTy bordsD of taxatioo tbesefore 
edKbt bo Imposed apoa the people of Ohio from 
t\k\B tovaoQ—A baiden wfafoh under tbe olroom- 
Btanoes do jpriaclples of comity e&n ssqolze 
tbemtOMsame* 

The eooBtderBtlons ihns fa? ofifoied ara sofl- 
dent of themselvea to ahow thattheiais oo 
force in tbe arcameat from comity. Iwfeh, 
bowever. to call yocr atteatioa briefly to oae 
or two otber polotfi. 

S. Comity doas aot leqalKi the people of 
aay State to do aay grat^Uotsa work eapport 
of aa naooostitotioaal law. Bat it can be 
demoaetsated that tiie Fugitive Slave Itaw 
is aaoonetltatlooal. Some of the lawyers 
who aroood ma, will perhaps tbiok there is 
a want of delloaoy in my dieoossiDg tbisqaestioa 
at all, 08 1 am oot one of tbat leaned profees- 
2on. Bat in tiie part of the State from which I- 
eome« we era in tl» habit of iavestif!atiag eab" 
jeots for oorselvep, aad in proaooaciag Fa< 
l^tlve Law of 1860 aaooastitatloaai, I shall 
only be foUowlog, at a bomble distaaoe, ia the 
lead of niooy of oor wiseet and beat etatesmea. 
I regaxd|,th3;l law aa oacoasHtatioaalbmasa it 
is a oleor rad gross ogorpatl^, on the fssi 9li 
Ck>ogrM8, of powean not delegate to H % 
the €oastitatioa. We have reeeatly had 
aa andoreemeat ear Demomtfo firleads 
of &o OlBdaoatA P]$tfcm of Jobs, 18g& 



susoIqMoo to!' . thQt .-Plsattei ^1" fa% ig^s 

«'TtiAt file FeSsrsd @<)nirerQm9al'&) .'i^.::«^ 
limttGd'pow8?,'*darSv8d''eo!@ly Sem ths Ctesis^o 
Nation; mi gvAo^ of power luado tisrefii 
GTxgH to' ' be em8t2y=;eoBatTOeS M &^ So« 
psTtmoat^G^'-'asBalQ of tho Q®VGsam@at$ 
that it is iaespsdleat df i%^n>qs to ims^s& 
doab^ol coiistttQtioaal iwwess." < > 

Tbo tsa^ ar^Ieof iUBScdmsa^toi&oOoa^ 
sMtatlon xfhl^Mx^.-S&^Sfmit&s^^'^'- &^ 
foaadatUm comir-otoae, is 2& fsUsi^g 
fiordst— ■ ■ ^ : ' 

«*The ^wers sot detegoSsS to 1^ IFotf^ 
Stoics by OoimtitaitoQ, aor^r^S^iaS b^iSS 
to the tMissi&^vmrv^ to ^o^^^m^H- 
tively.orto the^ple.'^ - - ■■• 

lalheiigbtof ths69piosipl3s,2tSste^^sa|^ 
theft, it we w«»ldes6?rt^ w&eta^^efQgiUvs 
Slave Law is nsssoastitatiosat, wo mas& tKBisaliBS 
the Oonetitatloa, ftod mi w{»tS^> fl^y^l»sro 
oontaloa & gsa&t of po«^ to 0^g3es» to EeMs* 
lato for the os^^tora of khgiU«« el&vs^ beasm^ 
in mlod tha^all gtaatff mosi^ *^&sMLf m^" 
msasA," aad«*Uiat it is istesp^sa§ead£^^w 
bos to esDsioiss deabtfaicoi^to@o&al^o«r«ica.*' 

Now, dr, i have esasQiQGd ^^^SmMl^- 
wlt& i^ms essio, and I hms mms bsfta sMa to: 
discover aay each great of power wbatsvtr. 1' 
shall be b&ppv to gi^o way to aa^ Iswyes* la 
this Botm fSm wUl^ow aa whsio eay< 
granlof pc^ e^l^ fonnS. HaiO'^ wsai^ 
gommosily rstaeS to ^ third paragr^b «^em* 
^oatwo, ast^lo foor, of tiss ItaUta^^ is 
th6eewords»>» ' 

<'No peisoa h®ld to mpffssm t^m'tsi osd 
Stote tile iaira «mCTio£, ^t^sgisto 
otber« eball ia ooDseqasaea of aay la^ vegm 
latloa th8zda,b9di^emed feomsaeSifiam^ 
or lato; lmtstellb9delffex^ap«^ «^^ojr 
toe par^ to whcia Eael& j^v{®9 <s 
tradae.'' • 

Bat thia emtescs oastaise eo $csMtit 
toOoagrsss. So ferfkomtMa^ fisla<D!e^i^e& 
dresed to tbe States^ and l^veatfie wlso?© <;j^m* 
tioB of the estrsdttloa of ftagltiivisi to' tMt' 
eooad diaaretioa. Thlaistoosvld^ £Rasfh$' 
mty laagos^of thffiffovMonto<ss^ f^£s^Ba^ 
ozplanatltm. UiSsdWrnad^ssSm^^^'i^^^ 
is eapporl<tf thia opialeo, I wOi ^^iU ^ 
name of Osalol Welster, wl^o was regtoi^ W ' 
&@ whole nation sa oa& nt Its tiesseeg &E& tSim 
proSoasi eeastitatfoaal lawys;& 

It was bis o^oa,da^g the tTEtala hb 
polittoifii Ufe,«-an opiaioa fal^^ es^^^ 
SB lata t& his fameas ep^b ^wi&jl^M\ 
MeseUf-^ '"^^ this olansei of ths Gcs^^Hsia 
eoat^ira ^9 gz^ km power to Gasajgri% imfc W 
addre^to toe 8tatsa» Ut.Wtmf^ WI^ 
ioa npon tide poiot is eaMtled to m;^' 
weight, bec^i^ both from tod tetapsr 'of Ms' 
mind, aad the blesof Ma |^t^ v&nrs^e 
iuoUaed to enlarge ira -mash as f<^g!^ il^^ 
powers of toeFed^ Sovemmeat. ^^olle^; 
of a stroag mtial gavemasnt diusited «^ 
espUv&t^hbfBnf^f asitd^ the lAm»o?Bi^' 
iiton. It most be resieffibaitsd, to<o,'tM^ MMr 



eo^iM, bonestiy nt least, to coBoiifato the /&vor 
3dI tbs Scntb. . I know ibat Dftulel Webster and 
tb« folilioal Tlto»9 of bis generatioa are eomo- 
whfttoat of date -wtihYoaog Aoserie^ of tbe 
pi«eefitday. BotX am ool too jonng to re- 
fiwtaber tbe time wbea hin views were awaited 
i»Uh etseniess, and received with rcppeot' by 
ihd whole land. I reioember when bone^d to 
et&nd in tbe ottec mr in the ceiabbotbood of 
Boftton, literaliy atoidst aores of his fellow «it 
izeoB. all bftoglng ttpon his lips for tbe wisdom 
that flow«d from tbem, aod ther«»^itb God's 
own ItKhtaing fiaFhlog from his ejes, and God'« 
cwD tbrsoder' rolling from bie topfae^aDd in- 
telieot enough garoered ap inbia Alpine fore- 
liQad to forniah a whole generation ot FilUbaso 
ters and Border Raffians, proooonoed (bose no- 
ble ealog^iams npoQ liberty and tbe ripbtR of 
the States, which are etiU his grandest monn-^ 
ment. 

Bai this view of tbe Constitution baa not 
been coDflced to Northern men^ Tbe most em» 
Sneat etateemea of the South have held tbe same 
opinion. The GharleRton Mercury, tbe organ 
ot aw Galhonn school of polltloiane, prouonDces 
the Pngitive Slave Law to be nncoDBtitutionai 
In the followinfr words, written soon after the 
passage of tbe Personal Liberty Bill of Massa- 
cbBpetts:— 

"Of tbe action of MaBsaebosotta in the abro> 
gation ot tbe Pagitive ^lave Law, we have co 
eomplsiot to make. It was, from the first, a 
nieerable IliaeiOQ; and worse, in fact— fof it 
an Infriogement npon cme of the mostcher- 
Ubed prinoiplea ot the Constitntion. TheGon<> 
stitation provides that fagitivc - 'root labor, 'irp* 
on demand shall be given op;' but gives no 
power t«. Congress to act in tbe affair. Tbe 
tejBth amendment to the Gonetitation provides 
*tbat i&e powers not delegated to the United 
States are rejserved to tbe States or to tbe peo- 
r.1a,» The claasfi above conf< re no power, but 
u the naked deelaraiiou 
power not being eonierred, results to tbe States 
Mone of the inoideots of sovereignty too dear 
to be trasted to the g( neral goveromeat. Oar 
Sontbern members etrove for the paasaga of the 
law, sod strove booestly; but it shows the 
evils of our ODfortooate condition, that, in the 
urgency of our contest with an aggressive ad- 
vereary, we lose tbe landmarks of principle. 
To obtain an illoaive triumph, we pressed the 
government to aaaame a power not conferred 
% the Instrament of jt s creation." 

It. has been said that tbe Supreme Gonrt of 
tiie tJoited Sttttea hM prononnced the Fugiiive 
cos^^H"^tional. I think, >ir, this is an er- 
ror. Some of the District Courts have made 
Buob a decision, but I am not aware that ibis 
lias been .done by the Supreme Ooort. And if 
it had made snob a decision, it could hereafter 
Tieverse it. 7bat Court, I believe, once held 
that a United States Bank is oonBtitotional— an 
idea .which is now quite generaliy exploded. I 
hold^ therefore, that the Fugitive Law is an act 
of OBorpation on the part ot Congress. If the 
<|k|Beind Government had left this matter to tbe 
Bous^ disor^ioa of the States, where the Oon- 



stilaiioa leaves It, tbere might tbon have beea 
pome propriety in talkioe about the obUgatlone 
of comity. But ^ince C i^^gress baa nt-nrped tbe 
management of the wlmi i matter, aad hea vlr- 
taal>y tuld tbe States to have coihing to do 
with it, I do not rau bow any principles of com- 
ity can bind us t<> build prisuiis for ihecoDfine« 
ment of fugitives seised under each aa a3t of 
UBurpaUon. 

4. Again, the character of the Fugitive Slave 
Law, apart from iiauDCODetutiooaUty, is such — 
it is so uojust, crupl aad oppressive, as well as 
dangerous to our ti^enie?, that, on no gronods 
of comity, can we be expected to co operata 
voluntarily with it. Tbie in not merely the 
opinion of tbe ••laLUtice of {.tie Western Re- 
serve." It is supported bj r high authority — 
authority which will doubileaa te acceptable to 
tbe majority in this Houf^^. In the year 1851, 
the loliowing resolution was pussem by the 
Ohio 8eDHte. Among the names recorded in 
favor of its paf8as;e, is that of Mr. Payne, of 
Cieveland. I make beste to inform you who 
eapporled it, leat you should think it origiua- 
ted in Oberlin; for it. i* frtainiy aa decided 
as any thing ever pataed at a town tntet- 
inz in that village which baa ^iven so much 
trouble to Pro tlavery politicians. 

•'/ices/wd, That tbe Law eooimonlj called the 
Fugitive Slave Law, being a Law that makes 
erparU evidence conclusiTe ot the master's 
rinht to tbe recapture and return of bia slave- 
that denies a trial by Jury here or elsewhere} 
that provides tor tbe appointment of warms 
of petty officers to execute it; that gives double 
compensation to find every claim set up iu fa- 
vor ot tbe maEter, and pays tbe expense in ev*, 
ery case trona the pabl.(0 Treasury, can never 
receive the voluntary co operation of our (leo- 
pie, and ought thetelore to be immediately re- 
pealed." 

Now, I ask if mere courtesy requires the peo- 
r,ip M ohif> to niaks sratuitous sacrifices ia 
support of « law which At. r<iyue piuuwUi^CC-:! 
to be BO bad that it could "oever receive the 
voluntary co operittion of our people, andoughi 
therefore to be immediately repealed?" but 
there is anutber item upon tbe Senate Joornal 
which shows bow ioteuBe Mr. Payne's hatted of 
this law muRt have been. Mr. Geiger— a gen- 
tleman known during tbe last canvass ae "the 
inimitable Joe Qeiger,'' and who, in spite of his 
wretched politics, ia a very good and genial 
sort of man— proposed tbe fallnwicg amend- 
ment to a resolution, oalling for the repeal of 
the Fugitive Law: 

"Provided, That Congress shall believe Ihftt 
cSvh repeal rint tend to tbe dissulutioa of 
the Union." 

Wheu Mr. Geiger, in a tremor of patriotism, 
offered this proviso, did Mr. Payne second hi» 
well-meant endeavorst No, sir; so odious was 
the Fugitive Law to Mr. Payne that he voted 
against the Union-baviog proviso. Now, tic, I 
am not disposed to be uncharitable to Ur. 
Payne for voting as be did. I am one of those 
who can make some allowance for ^ man of 
large lieart and email expeiienoe, wbenbtUEdng 




,^H.«tt^«a|}Rnatfon ngnlwi n j?reRt wponcr. The 
;^ %Ejltr^NMti doQbtlcp'^ GO aDfortunate aw; hni tlie 
(TAn^rnas xom wilt eomet^iueR triee pn 
IV to flood hie braia. I haw he w«ii oot 
[|o "let tbe Uulon Mifle"! It appears 
wtrSie^ to havp the FngfUve Law re- 
tt|fc HDy rate, let what wocid b<>oome of 
I t?al90. Perhapfi he bad sncb conSdeDCe in 
tDtMSi^tb of tbeUnfos, that be tbonebt it 
wirvive tb<* shock. Ofj perhaps, ae Up. 
i^lft* »aid of Mr. Bucbanan (be other day, 
w«9 net In the coontr^'V when the Unfon 
^^fMwed, and did ooi folly andentatid its 

ir^^AtrPf may be tboliRltf: or bfe Tot«, it af« 
A^'tScfaevory evideooe^tbat be then dete^ 
||^><'(ftltive Slave Lm?. I enppore, rfr, that 
' Um \» »8 bad now atf it was ia 1G51; and I 
'^6rcd lant fnll by mm upon the Rftertie 

. wwbrf/or JUr. Poy if,t^at tbat (^entlptnaD'a 

' .dtpiit* to the law bad not at all diminiehed bj 
^dN0|,,tHit had rather inoreased io {ntensity.— - 
_"1ik« Mr Payne, I pm not very favorable 
iltittng this law my ♦'♦olnntary cooperction." 
I* one of a peries of aggresflons on the part 
ibe Slave Power, jtbe deaf (cn of vbich is to 
;end alavenr over the whale country. Wo 
^' fiij«t bad the Fodtlve 8lave Law; next the re- 
of tbe Mlesonrl Prt'hibltion; then th« 
Dre* 8w>tt- ' deoUion; before Sprioi? we 
fM'H^ have the admiseien of Kanaaa into the 





. T^jp.wiaiy ctyuweo ay tue oomuerD flttpporterSi 

'^r. Bnchanan's admioiatration, nhBll be «eeois« 
fsbed, in the enBlaveme?!^ af the free laboring 
in of Ohio. I hardly think tbe laboring men 
1^ State are prepared, for reasoof of comity, 
'"perate volnntaril/ in Bach aecbeme as 

at I have now made it evident tbat no 
reaeon can be given for voting for tbia 
lerived either from moral or legal obliga- 
tbe prlnoiplea of cotsity. ^ 
l^ikftefly Dotioe some objections wdioq 
nrged to the law of last Win- 

ttfH m that tiiia law is a "vexaUoas" 
'^V#ik1^«0B to whom? Not to mveelf— 
%A pWty with which I act. Not to a 
^ people of Ohio, who have Just 
I^MSfSB^ iivr noble Ciovernor to tbe oflfce which 
i imi lMi maob honor to himself and ben- 
ite 0telte, Dotwithstandlng the fact that 
Iwt was made anissne daring the 

Who then have been vexed by this 

KoHody, QDleea it i* the Prcslavery Fao- 
*iM Democratic party. They doubtless 
' tt vexed by it. as thev wonid be by 
fevorable to hotoan freedom; bntthMt 
*iy which I can bear with ChriBtian 

(|e gentleman tells as, again, that tbe 
^iicllfBoient." Inefflcient for what! In- 
some tbiflgs, donbtlesd; bat, I trust, 
^nt for the object for which it was 
1st of preventing oar jails, from be- 
' foto slave^pens. The law has a pen- 




Altf, Mffloient, S think, io secure obwil«1flt«. If 
it is ant, I will cboerfaiiy Tota to toereasslt, 
snd thaa reiiy?e thfl law of tho obj^tlon of ia- 
effloienoy 

I will oloi>e by npeaking of some oljecticHSisto 
the bill before the eounstUee, in addition to 
those implied in what has atready beec ojTered. 

1. In tha first "place, I fear that ibis bill 
Is ^ covert attempt to bring abont an 
amalgamation of tbe white and blacic rases 
in this country. This is a point npoo whiob 
yoa will Fee that I feel deeply, and I hope, 
therefore, I shall be pardoned for any nppareat 
tntemp«raoo9 of ezpref^sion. I huve, fot some 
time, Bucpeoted the BuobanftQ Demaoraey of 
being an amalgamation party; for they are !»• 
boring for the extsneioo of skvery. Which is « 
great system of amalgaoiatiool Bat I wa6 not 
quite preparedi to «e« a bill go dearly favorablQ 
to amalgamation as this, boldly introduced hj 
a member of that party. Wtiit does this biUi 
propose to do T It proposes to haddle tbe "ne- 
groes of the South" and the Buckeye boys of 
our own State all together into tbe same ja-lsl 
Human natute is shocked atsaohaproposUioal 
I fear, sir, tbat my powers are mi ade- 
quate to treating this sabjeet as ito import* 
anoe demands. Xf I oould* only addresa 
yoa with tbe eloqaenoe with %hloh tite dis* 
tingaisbfld member who represented Anglaice 
county in tbiir Hoaee two years sineo, (Mr. 8aw> 
yer.) need to epeak upon this his Akvorite topic, 
I ooald hope to make some auitabte imprena^oti 
npon your minds. Were that gentleman here 
be would rebake tbe gentleman from Hamilton 
for baviug introduced this amalgamation mea»« 
nre. What, air, shall our pure blooded, AnglO' 
Saxon thieves, draokards and peace bteakers 
be crowded into tbe same jail with "rooaway 
negroeB^t I do not pretend to know cettsioly 
that the gentlemkui from Hamilton wishes to 
amalgamate the races, bat I think he ia a proper 
objbct of suspicion, aud eboold he carefully 
watched. I trust this bill will not pass. It it 
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commence, Ihe union of thete States, as a coa> 
sequence, be endangered, and the cousUtntioa 
of nature itself receive au irreparable sbockl 

2. With one additional snggeatiou to tbe ma- 
jority party in this Hoaee. I will oooolade. It 
is very doubCfal, gentlemen, whe^ter it is good 
policy for you to pass this bill i %m not your 
politiol father, and perhaps you Wi ^ not wank 
me for my advice; bat it is off> ad to yon 
without price, and it ir sinore. X be. . vsyou are 
porsnlog a coarse well adapted to ruiu year own 
pirty in tbe State, and restore the law-m^ing 

riwer to the bands of tbe BepubUcaoe. When 
came to tlie Legislature this Winter, Isxpeo- 
ted yoa to engage in a rooueraie snare oi Fro- 
Hlavery action; but tbls in aa immoderate share 
of it. Too can stand wt 11 with the Pro-slavery 
leaders of the coaotry without psEaing this 
bill. It is more than they require of you. Yon 
can maintai your Pro-slavery reputation with* 
out this hnmi. 'ting measure. It ia a gratuitout 
service. Even though, as a party, you should 
fael under tbe necessity of eRtiog your peek of 



to iwftlw & boshelf I ItftTe stroag Jlis^ 
70a will Bot. Yoa bavs done tamy m(mg 
ihtcga, bQt I almys did yott ioa oredtt, botS 
tn tma Eoom aad «%wwbfire, to say, that I did 
not b^Uera yoa woicdd do a wtoag tikiog wltl^ 
(mt a fair firot^t of IM7. 

Bat this Wi, gaaiUtaausa, ia a tMos tbat will 
not jpajy. If pwed, !l will piovs ibe poarest 
loTiMSaifint yoa ev«r msdo. You will gaia 
nothing 1^ it with alaYebolfiani, and yon 
will Imo evarytbing witb the j^ple of Oblo. 
I admit that oar oitfsens hava a ^otA deal of 
I^adioa againflt eoltMvd paopK and th«y are 
only too toferant in tt>eir feelings towards ilave 
luslden, bat they liava no iMUe fat being taxod 
tottdld jfuil8ffo&tho Qosftsement of fagltivaa. 
Some 02 tbaCl«^n in this past of the Stato, 




after tb« last eleotioa, eon)plftf»e4« 
rteson, that in some portions of tb||l 
E«>pab)ioan8 did not tarn oat to ^ 
Bat, g^tlemenj if yoa will only ^pim 
and ?«pMl the Habeas Cforp«<i Aoti\^ 
to jHrevaot alaveholding io the 8(Mite?|| 
ana Indonw Mr Baob%naQ'a EiauMii # 
thero will be no eomplatDt, two yaaill^ 
aboat tbe Bep^eane of ibe EesevVftiif^ 
ingout TbeTaakees of Aehtaltti 
. staying at hiwe to nsako cider |» 
Taesday of Oajtober. will leave 
work on its own'^iMiOoant, and, tbri 
polls in a maea to|etber with their 
;)abl{oaoB tbrong^nt tbe State, 
amphaoUy retar^fitt a majority to 
Aeeembly, sebelce il^ dispoeltioa ' 
tonily tbe slave poW«r. 
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